THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
courtiers and the court itself. But he was to have a small
commission of 2j per cent., and the booty was so enormous
that this provided him with a comfortable country gentleman's
income of what we should call to-day some six or seven thousand
a year, on which he settled down for the rest of his life.
The Missionary Priests. In the same year, 1577, began
the duel between Cecil's Government and the missionary priests
who from this moment appeared in England with the object of
sacrificing themselves in the effort to keep the Catholic religion
alive, in spite of the persecution. They were Englishmen,
devoted to their cause, and their heroism was a serious menace
to Cecil's plan for the destruction of Catholic traditions in
England. Such was their tenacity in the face of a universal and
highly organized secret service, and in spite of tortures and a
horrible death, that they might have succeeded but for a prime
blunder in the direction of their efforts. It was ordered that
they should not support the cause of Mary and should always
profess their loyalty to Elizabeth. This compromise, which was
thought politic, divided the Catholic effort and rendered it
abortive.
The first of these men to appear and to be promptly put to
death was a young priest called Mayne. Richard Grenville, who
was anxious to possess the lands of one Tregian, in Cornwall,
where Mayne had been received, threatened the jury (who were
for acquitting Mayne) and secured his hanging, drawing, and
quartering, with all the horrors accompanying that form of
death. Tregian's lands were handed over to one of the Queen's
relatives (her first cousin, Anne Boleyn's nephew), and during
all the subsequent persecution, which grew in intensity as the
years proceeded, a correspondingly intense confiscation of
lands continued. These confiscations of Catholic estates
rapidly destroyed the economic basis of Catholicism, and pro-
moted the growth of that vested interest against it which had
begun with the confiscation of the monasteries half a century
before.
The greatest name in connection with the missionary priests
is that of Campion. He was a man of learning and great public
reputation, a Londoner, and he had become a Jesuit; for the
Jesuits, with their military organization and discipline, were the
backbone of the heroic effort from thence onward. Campion
was put to death on December i, 1581; and it is characteristic
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